
PASTORôS PEN 
 

ñIf my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and heal 
their land.ò  2 Chronicles 7:14 
 
Jesus said it this way in Matthew 6:33: ñSeek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all 
these things shall be added unto youò.  2019 is yet before us, and it is filled with opportunities and 
blessingséit is a script yet to be written (even though God our Heavenly Father has already gotten 
there and has all things cared for), but how do you want this chapter in our lives (Chapter 2019) to end 
on December 31?  Where do you want to be, whatôs your goaléwhatôs your finish line look like? 
 
You might answer by saying, ñwell I don't know because the year is not over yetò, but let me remind you 
dear brethren that usually we get what we're aiming at.  What we are aiming foréwhat we hope to  
accomplish, helps us make decisions on how we live today so that when the chapter is over we are  
assured of getting where we wanted to be.   
 
In both of the scriptural texts above, God tells us to actively ñseekò Godôs FaceéGodôs Presenceé
Godôs Kingdom.  There are many things, both personally for my own life and secondly for my church 
familyôs life, that I would like to accomplish by the end of 2019.  But whatever I accomplish or we 
achieve together, I know that none of it is more important than the unsurpassing desire to know God in 
my heart and yours more deeply!  I believe that we cannot get all of God in uséwe are way too small 
for the awesomeness of God, but I do believe that God can get all of us! 
 
I want God through His Holy Spirit to fill all of this vessel called Ed Fritz to capacity.  As the Apostle 
Paul said, ñfor me to live is Christò, so too I hunger to be more of Godôs man reflecting Christ to those 
around me.  I wantéhumbly, for my thoughts, my desires, my words, my actions to be those of Christ 
so that ñThe Light of the WorldòéJesus Christ, might shine through me into my world.  As Paul also 
said, ñnot that I have attained it, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ took hold of meò.  
This is my passion and my target for how my chapter ñ2019ò ends!   
 
But I also know it will require of me, in this pursuit for Christ, many things:  I will need to sacrifice and 
give up things I now hold ontoébut I am willing to give them up and even myself, if that means to gain 
Christ more.  What are you willing to give up in order to know Christ 
more (time schedules, friends, approval of others, some of your plans or 
even pleasures, possessions, etc.)?  How will the end of this chapter in 
your life called 2019 lookéthe chapter and its ending begins todayé! 
 
Happy New Year!  ñLord God help me to finish my raceéwell!ò 
 
Pastor Ed  
 

January   2019  

The Gathering  



 

                COMING EVENTS 

PRIMETIMERS 
The Primetimers will meet on Tuesday, 

January 15, in the Garden Room of the 

downtown campus.  We will eat at 11:30 

a.m.   The lunch will be catered; cost is 

$10.  After lunch, we will listen to 

ñGrandpa Jim Geyerò.  Grandpa Jim 

Geyer is a writer, minister, and story 

teller.  He will keep us laughing, remem-

bering, and inspired.  Join us for a re-

freshing time together. 

 

The church bus will pick up at Waterford Crossing at 10:45, 

and Greencroft at 11:00.  If you have questions, please call 

Bob Shirk at 875-5915. 

 

COMMUNITY  

FAMILY NIGHTS  
Our Wednesday evening 

Community Family Nights 

will start up again on January 

9 at the Life Center.  The 

meal is at 5:30 p.m., and 

classes are at 6:15 p.m.  Pas-

tor Ed is teaching a menôs Bi-

ble Study on the book of 

Acts.  Pastor Brenda is teach-

ing about The Armor of God/

The Voice of God for men 

and women. Come and join 

us! 

INFORMATIONAL  

MEETING 
On Sunday, January 27, we 

will have an informational 

meeting at the Life Center 

from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  Pastors 

Ed and Brenda will inform us 

of some happenings at the 

General Conference level of 

the United Methodist Church. 

Everyone is welcome. 

 

DRAMA CAMP 
Please join us on Friday, January 25, at 7:00 p.m., at the Life 

Center, as our local  elementary children present, "A Day in 

the Country" as directed by the Academy of Arts.  Admission 

is free.  

 

"A Day in the Country,"  is about when a few "city slickers" 

head to the country and  learn how important every aspect of 

farming is and all the character lessons that can be learned 

from God's creation. 

 

Join us again on Saturday, January 26, at  2:00 p.m., at the Life 

Center, as our local teens present the biblical play, "Joseph of 

Arimathea." 

   

This play is about Joseph of Arimathea, who like many today, 

served wealth openly and God secretly. Follow Joseph on his 

journey as he comes to secretly believe in Jesus and sells his 

possessions for Him. But after Jesus is crucified, will he have 

the courage to stand openly for his faith? Or continue to  live 

in fear of man? 

 



 

CONGRATULATIONS to Gladys Bickel, 

who turned 100 on December 8!  A quilt was 

given to her from our church.  

Her address is:   

1225 Greencroft Drive 

Greencroft Healthcare 

Room 103 

Goshen, IN  46526 

 

 

Al Lane received a ñQuilt of Valorò for serv-

ing in World War II.  He was not able to attend 

church on Veterans Day, so the quilt was taken 

to him at The Maples.  With Al in the picture 

are George & Marty Buckingham, Suzanne 

Griffin, and Pastor Brenda.  Suzanne Griffin 

made the quilt.  



YOUTH GROUP 
After a wonderful and prosperous 

year in 2018, it is the time of year 

to look forward to all of the adven-

tures that God has in store for each 

of us. As I continue to have the op-

portunity to pour my heart into the 

youth ministry, nothing brings 

more joy than seeing the youth and 

adults of our church interacting and 

sharing in time together. Over 

these recent months, our Commu-

nity  Family Nights have been such 

a blessing to the lives of our youth 

as our church openly embraces all 

generations coming together in 

unity each week at the Life Center. 

I cannot wait to see what God has 

for us in the upcoming months! I 

hope you will join us each week as 

we come together and share in 

meals and fellowship with one another each Wednesday night for Community Family Night. 

 

It is such an honor to be placed with this church family and these youth. You are just one of my MANY bless-

ings, and I thank you for all of your continued support each and every day. We have the BEST youth, and I am so 

thankful to all of you who invest in their lives, in even the smallest of ways. May you be blessed throughout all of 

the new year, and beyond!       -Bobbi Smith,  Youth Pastor 

 

HOUSE DEDICATION 
On Sunday evening, December 16, a group of church members gathered to dedicate the new 

home for Jeremy, Kieryn, and Hana Moseng in Niles, Michigan.  Their home burned several 

years ago and our church has been working on the house to get 

it liveable again. 

 

Now the house 

project is almost 

done, and the Mo-

sengôs have moved 

back in!  Thank 

you to the many 

volunteers who 

have worked on 

the house during 

the last year!   

 

 


